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HERE is nothing, which ſets tha 
9 Diſtinction of Wiſdom and Govern- 
ment from Anarchy and Weakneſs 
in fo clear a Light, as the Ends pro- 
poſed by the former, and the conſtant tendency, 
with which they move to their fixed Purpoſes: 
Whereas Error and Caprice ate entangled in 
ſuch mazy Perplexities, that human ſagacity 
cannot trace the Bounds, to which they may 
lead their unhappy Followers. : 
I cannot, without lending my Aſſiſtance, 
ſee the various Attacks made againſt your real 
Intereſts : I cannot without Concern view de- 
ſigning Deceir off ang Side, and a heated Fancy 
on the other, threaten your Ruin: While the 
HE one 
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one, to gain its Ends, baſely ſtarves, the other 


ſwells, your Underſtandings with airy Ideas, 
and the Voice of Reaſon in both Caſes is 
equally unheeded: To obviate this, IT offer 
you my Thoughts a fourth Time, whoſe Effects 
I wiſh not to be greater, than the Warmth of 
Affection for you, which prompts me to pub- 
liſh chem. - 

The End of every wiſe Man is his own Hap- 
pineſs, the End of Government is the Security, 
Eaſe, and Advantage of the Community, of 


which Ends we cannot have any Enjoyment, 


either in private or publick Life, withour the 
Poſſeſſion of Liberty. 


Liberty may be defined a Power, not only 9 


of following the Dictates of our Will, but alſo 
a Power of making a Choice, or of determining 
our Will, without any irreſiſtible Motive being 
offered to influence it, independent of ourſelves; 
and if the Body Politick be in every Reſpet 
Analogous to the Natural, Civil Liberty muſt 
eonſiſt nor only in the Security we enjoy from 
che Laws of our Country, but alſo in a Power 


of making thoſe Laws, which may properly 


be called the Will of the Community. 
I need not here obſerve, that there is not 
any Man, who either in his natural or civil Ca- 
pacity can be ſaid to be abſolutely Free. In a 
State of Nature, a Man may not act againſt 
the Dictates of Reaſon and Gonſcienee; theſe 
are Che checks to the Impulſes of Ny > ; 
| theſe 
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| theſe, like the Laws, will prevent arbitrary Ir- 


regularities, and promote a due Regard to the 
| Rights and Properties of others. 


Liberty therefore does not conſiſt in an arbi- 
trary Determination of our Will, but in a Power 
to follow, and 8 to the Reſult of 
our Reaſon. The Man, who acts otherwiſe, is 
not free; he is the Slave of his Luſt, his Am- 
bition, his Intereſt, or ſome other predominant 
Paſſion. But there are not Slaves to Reaſon; 
for in the Obedience of her Injunctions confiſts 
the Enjoyment of true Liberty. 
But if abſolure Liberty cannot be ſaid to be 
the Portion of any Man, ſo neither can an 
| Man be ſaid to be abſolutely deprived of all 
Share of Liberty. The Negroes in Ameriea re- 
tain ſome Share of Power as well as of Pro- 
perty; Power over their own Families, and 
Property in their Gardens and Habitations. 
Riches often reward their Induſtry, ſufficient 
to purchaſe an emancipation from their tyran- 
nical Maſters. In that Country, where Ty- 
ranny ſeems to have fixed her Court, where to 
talk of reſtraining or moderating their ſavage 
Monarchy, is not leſs than black Blaſphemy, a 
Revolution has been occaſioned by one de- 
claiming Mendicant- And what a glaring 
Inſtance have we lately had of the Power of the 
People, even in that Land of Slavery, when 
they obliged their Grand Seignior to appoint 
their Fayourite to be his Succeſſor ? In * 
the 
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the People enjoy as yet ſome Share in the Gc: 
vernment: Ir has been known, that their Par- 
liaments have refuſed to give their Sanction to 
the Edicts of their Sovereign Monarch, and 
have made Remonſtrances, which a Britiſh 
Senate might not be aſhamed to own. 

From this we may conclude, that they have 
not loſt all, or every one of their Liberties: Or 
at leaſt, this ſhews to a Demonſtration, thar the 
Senſe and Spirit of Liberty may be preſerved, 
even after the Loſs of Liberty itſelt. 


Bur it is with Liberty, as with every other 


Bleſſing, a compleat and perfect Poſſeſſion is 


unattainable: Yet it is our Duty to uſe inceſ- 


ſant Endeavours towards a full Enjoyment of 
that happy State, a Situation which, I fear, is 


not, nor ever will be found perfect in any 
Government. 


The Conſtitution of England makes the 
cloſeſt Advances to this Free Condition, and 
next to that, ours perhaps may juſtly claim its 
Place. While England exerts, I will not ſay 
how reaſonably, a Dominion over us, it is not 
poſſible in the Nature of things, that we ſhould 
be ſo free, that is, enjoy ſo much Power; yet 
I cannot think, but that notwithſtanding we 
enjoy more Freedom and Power, than the Sub- 
jects of any other Government. If we look 
into Germany, France, Spain, Italy, or any of 
thoſe States, with which we are acquainted; 
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where is it, that the Subject enjoys a larger 
Share of Liberty, than we do? What is their 
Influence with Relation to the Adminiſtration, 
or to the Legiſlature, in Compariſon with ours ? 
What equal ſecurity have they of their Lives 
and Fortunes? What Barriers againſt the op- 


preſſive Inſults of Tyrants? We may indeed 


lamentthat we are not only ſubſervient to Laws, 


to which we have not given our Conſent, bur 
alſo made in dire& and manifeſt Oppoſition to 


our Intereſts, yer our Libertics, in Compariſon 
to thoſe of other Subjects, are great and va- 
luable : Whatever we fuffer of Dependence, it 


is from Men, whoſe own Conſtitution and 


Intereſts depend on their Love of Liberty; and 
ſurely we have leſs ro dread from ſuch, than 
from the caprice and arbitrary Will of a lawleſs 

Was any Part, or every one of our Legiſlature 
to act upon a Suppoſition, that we are as free, 
and as independent, as the People of England, 
their procedure muſt be wrong and dangerous, 
becauſe their Principle of Action would be falſe. 
The People of England with their Legiſlature, 


Tyrant. 


King, Lords, and Commons, have but one 


Intereſt, the good of the Whole: When any 


| other is purſued, the People have ſucceſsfully 


repelled Force by Force, and brought Things 
back to their proper Channel. Nor can their 


| Liberty be longer ſecure, than while they are 
| zealous of every Faction, although raiſed on 


the 
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the faireſt pretext of enlarging the Liberties or 
Power of the People; for if the Preſervation 


of their Conſtitution depends upon a Ballance 


of Power between the three Eſtates, it will be 
as much endangered, by too great a weight 


being thrown into the Popular, as into the Re. 


gal, or Ariſtocratical Party- Bur this Kingdom 
is under vaſtly different Circumſtances; there 


is not the like Ballance of Power to be pre- 


ſerved; England has, or thinks it has, an In- 
tereſt different from ours, and exerts a Domi- 
nion, which, was it our Intereſt, it is not in 
our Power to withdraw from. Yet they can- 
not proceed againſt the Rules of Juſtice, with- 


out giving themſelves a Wound; every Law | 


which oppreſſes us, arms the Crown with 
Power to invade the Liberties of their own 
Country; and every Act, which reſtrains our 
Trade, has always given Advantages to their 
Enemies ; from this Dunghill of Dependance, 
as Mr. La Touche in one of his publick Speeches 


has elegantly expreffed, we pluck the ſweet 


Flowers of Peace and Security, we ſhare in the 
Trade, Liberties and Privileges of England, 
of which they can never deny us a Proportion, 
without loſing Part of that Wealth, Confidera- 
tion, and Power, which they derive from being 
our Protectors, I wiſh I could nor fay, our 

Maſters. 8 5 
T may poſſibly be cenſured, as making an 
Apology for our Dependance, than 3 
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Idea can be more grievous to a Mind poſſeſſed 
with a Senſe of Liberty. | 
But as Prudence, in my Catalogue of Virtues, 


holds one of the moſt honourable Ranks, I 


ſhall always think an Oppoſition, without a 
Probability of Succeſs, highly criminal, as its 
Conſequences may be highly dangerous, if not 
fatal. If a Repreſentation of our Rights, as a 
People, could have produced a Redteſs of our 
Wrongs, what can be added to that made by 
our Country- man Mr. Molyneux to KING 
WILLIAM? If a Spirit of Liberty, nobly 
exerted, could have warded off an Oppreſſive 
Blow, how juit, how zealous, how ſpirited . 


vas the Conduct of our Houſe of Lords in the 


Year 1719 But alas! theſe Inſtances prove 
nothing in Favour of Oppoſition or Reſiſtance, 
our weak Efforts have only occaſioned additi- 
onal Hardſhips, and we have been made to feel 


with greater Severity the Yoke we repined at, 
but had not Strength enough to ſhake off. Our 


late Patriot Dean Swift has well ſummed up 
the Arguments on both Sides of the Queſtion, 
* Ts Reaſon, ſays he, all Government without 
«© theConſent of the governed is the very definition 
« of Slavery; bur in fact eleven Men well 
« armed will certainly ſubdue one ſingle Man 


jn his Shirt. 


Not that I think we ought to court the Yoke 
by a baſe Submiſſion, or that we have been en- 
tirely guiltleſs in neglecting many fair Oppor- 
tunities, of ſhewing our Impatience of the un- 

B merited 
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merited Grievances, which have from time to 


time been impoſed upon us; but then I am of 


Opinion, that this Senſe of Liberty ſhould be 
ſhewn by the People, and that nothing can be 
more ridiculous, than Complaints of foreign 
Oppreſſion from Men, who patiently ſubmit to 
Domeſtick Tyrants, than Complaints of Laws 


made without our Conſent from Men, who ſub. | 


mit to Magiſtrates, in whoſe Election they ſuf- 


fer themſelves to be excluded from having their 


legal Share. 

The Policy of Tyrants, has ſeldom permitted 
them to ſtrip the People of their Liberties at 
once, as from this a virtuous Deſpair might en- 
ſue, and prove ſucceſsful againſt too barefaced 
an Oppreſſion: they crop their Priviledges one 


by one, and the arrful Blow is ſeldom felt, till 


ſome time after that it has been given. Have we 
not been told, that England has loaded herſelf 


with heavy Taxes to ſupport a juſt and neceſſa- 


ry War, while we laboured under no additional 
Charges, and ſcarcely knew that Europe was in 


flames, ſuch was the Quier of our State? Bur 


was there not a new duty at this time laid upon 
Goods, which we are not ſuffered to import from 
any other Kingdom, the produce of which Tax 
will perhaps, upon Examination, be found to 


exceed the Proportion, which we ought to have 


contributed to the common Cauſe s Yet ſo im- 
perceptible was this Grievance, that no Com- 
plaint, no Attempt was made to prevent it from 
falling 
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falling on us. And indeed who could have giv- 


en the Alarm? None, but the Merchant, whoſe 
profeſſion muſt have made him feel that Hard- 
ſhip, which others could with Difficulty perceive. 
And if your Liberties, Gentlemen, are ſtruck at 
through your Trade, who is their proper Guar- 
dian but a Trader, eſpecially, if jointly with 
an eminent Skill in his Profeſſion, his Love of 


his Country, and attachment to your Intereſts 


have been conſpicuous? Who is ſo likely to be 
faithful to his Truſt, than he, who with an un- 
doubted deſire of promoting your Advantage, 
has the additional motive of private Intereſt to 
incite him to the Diſcharge of his publick Duty? 
But before I quit the ſubject of Liberty, let 
me not paſs over unnoticed that memorable 
Paper, which has uſurped the Title of 4 ſe- 
rious and ſeaſonable Addreſs, in Order to inſtill 
its Poyſons into your Ears. To enter into a 
minute Examination of the Errors therein con- 
tained, is not my preſent Purpoſe ; the Principles, 
which the Author recommends, are Plain e- 
nough to be underſtood, and too ſervile not to 
be deteſted; for ſuch they are, as before we can 
embrace them, we mult diveſt ourſelves even of 
our Manhood, extinguiſh in us every noble 


Sentiment, bend down to adore the tot that 


tramples on us, and kiſs the Oppreſſors 
Scourge. What is Power according to the 
Rights of Man, but ſo much of the natutal 
Liberty of each Member of Socicty, veficd in 
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one, or more, in order to be the more frongly 
exerted, when Occaſion requires, for the Good 
of the Community:? Is not then the Man in 
Power a Truſtee of the Liberties of the People, 
and ro whom can we in Reafon fuppoſe him 
accountable, bur to thoſe, by whoſe appoint- 
ment he holds the honourable Charge? This 
the Author of that Paper ſeems to have been 
ſenſible of, for at the ſame Time that he diſ- 
putes the Authority of the People, he has not 
thought ir beneath his Notice to make an Ap- 
peal to them, and his Addreſs to you, Gentle- 
men, is a Contradiction of the Principle, which 
he has advanced. If the People are not to feel, 
and not to reſent rhe Injuries and Oppreſſions 


of Superiors, paſroe Obedience and nou refitancte 
e 


muſt in courſe be indiſpenſible Duties. What 


then are we to chink of our glorious Ne vo- 


be accounted Rebels, and that noble Spirit, 
which ſparkled at that Time in every Rank 
of People, muſt be deemed a criminal Love of 
Change. This certainly is a natural Inference 
from that Principle, and altho I believe, that 
it has now appeared, in order to procure in you 
a blind Acquieſcence to the Conduct of the 
Board, it certainly cannor reſt there ; for if the 
ſuperior Station of Aldermen exempts them 
from the Neceſſity of being accountable to the 


ſubordinate Citizens, who are in tight their | 
Conſtituems, what can be ſaid in — 
8 thoſe 


lution s The Heroes, who atchieved it, muſt | 
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thoſe, who roſe up in Arms againſt an anointed 
King > The dangerous Conſequences, which 
may attend the Attempts of a provoked People 
in the reſcue of their Liberties, conclude no- 
thing in Favour of a baſe Submiſſion: The Poli- 
tical as well as Natural Body cannot undergo 
a violent Operation without Danger: Yet can 
there any Defence be made for him, who timo- 
rouſly reſigns to Death, rather than endure thoſe 
Pains, which in their Conſequence promiſe 
Relief and Eaſe > Such Tenets Reaſon cannot 
admit, and a Spirit of Liberty muſt ever abhor ; 
according to ſuch Tenets Power gives a Sanc- 
tion to Injuſtice, Tyrants may be deifyed, and 
Opprefſion be made facred: Vet ſuch have 
not only been publiſhed, bur diſperſed by ſpe- 
cial Meſſengers. And this I will fay, that 


| Whoever thought it neceffary to intrude upon 


your Attention with ſuch an Exhortation 
to Slavery, might as well have ſent Rods to the 
Elders of che People, as Emblems of the Con- 
dition, which he meaned to prepare them for, 
and which he muſt have thought to be their 


proper State. 
The Event of the enfuing Election will ma- 
nifeſt to the World what your Sentiments are 
with Relation to Liberty; and while the Al- 
diermen with-hold from you rhoſe Rights, for 
which you have ſtruggled wich more Spirit 
than Succefs, it cannot be a hard Matter to 


determine, to which of the preſent Candidates 


the 
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the True Sons of Liberty, and Lovers of the 
Independence of their Country cannot, will 
not give their Voice. = 

It is, I fear, not to be expected, that every 
Elector will duly conſider of what Importance 


his Vote may be to himſelf, his Poſterity, his 
Fellow-Citizens, and his Country; yet ſurely 


thoſe, who have a religious Senſe of their 
Duty, muſt know, that if on one tremendous 
Day, an Account is to be given of every raſh 
Word, how much more of what is ſpoken with 
Deliberation, and with choice. 

The Claims of the ſeveral Candidates are 


laid before you, of which each Man is to 


judge according to his Conſcience; ſhould any 
of you act in Contradiction to this moral 
Guide, he will feel the bitter remorſe of having 
betrayed the Execution of a Truſt repoſed in 
him, and of having done a private injuſtice, as 
well as a publick injury. 

And as the Abilities of the ſeveral Candidates 


cannot very eaſily be determined, and that 


the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions, far from carrying a 
rational Conviction of the Sincerity of thoſe 


who make them, cannot be looked upon bur 


as Symptoms of their ſtrong Deſire of the Place 
which they ſue for, they only, who have re- 


commended themſelves to your Eſteem by their 


Services, whoſe Abilities and good Diſpoſitions 
have been already tryed in your Service, can 
expect your Regards, and hope with ſome 

gs Colour 
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Colour of Reaſon for your Favours. The beſt 
Sponſors for their future Behaviour is your expe- 


rience of their paſt Conduct: From this only you 


can form à rational Judgment of their Merits, 
and on this only you are to build an Expecta- 
tion of zealous Efforts for the common Ad- 


vantage. Publick Ingratitude is a Publick Diſ- 
couragement of Virtue; he, who frowns on 


Merit, does as much as in him lies to rivet the 
Chains of his Country, to cool the warm Pa- 
triot, and kill the Seeds of Publick Spirit in 


| every Degree of Men. 


It is then your indiſpenſible Duty to weigh 


| the Merits and Pretenſions of the Candidates, 


and from an impartial Examination of theſe to. 
determine your Choice; nor can theſe Gentle- 
men expect, but that they will be canvaſſed with 


the greateſt Freedom, which Decency will al- 


low; for as a Conſciouſneſs not only of their 
Inclinations, but alſo of their Abilities, can be 


| the only laudable Motive to court a publick 
Truſt, ir is your Buſineſs, Gentlemen, who 


are to diſpole of this Charge, to examine nar. 
rowly, wherher the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience, or a vain Affectation of an Additional 


Honour, prompts any of them to offer you 


their Services. And did not the Bounds, which 
] have preſcribed ro myſelf, forbid me, T ſhould 


undertake this Task, which I ſhall reſerve for 


another Time. And here, give me Leave to 
con- 


( 16 ) = 
conclude wich a Paſſage written by a celebrared WW 
Poet ſome ſeventeen Ages ſince. i 


Sic qui promittit cives, urbem fibi curg, 

Imperium fore, & delubra Decorum, 

Quo Patre fit natus, mun ignota matre inho 

Omnes mortales curare, & querere, cogit. 
| 2 Hor. 6. Sat, 


Thus when one thruſts himſelf upon the State, 
And cries, come, Ill ſuſtain the Nations weight, 
The Empire and Religion be my Care, "IM 
IA manage all; this makes the People ſtare, 
This makes them ast, what is he, whence came he 
What was his Father, of what Family. 

Creech, 


neftus, 
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Ian Gentlemen, 
Tour maſt obedient, and 

moſt Humble Servant. = 

BIBERNICUS ©. i 
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